THE GARDEN
MCKEE BOTANICAL GARDEN | DECEMBER 2020

ON DISPLAY NOW–APRIL 25, 2021

Produced by Imagine Exhibitions.
Sculptures and Photos ©Sean Kenney

PRESENTED BY DAVID AND BARBARA MCKENNA

IN THIS ISSUE…
Nature Connects Exhibit..................................3
Legacy Society ................................................4
Year End Appeal..............................................5
Holi-DAYS at McKee.....................................6–7
In Memory......................................................8

McKee In the News..........................................9
Kid’s Corner New Fun & Adventures..............10
New Garden Café Now Open.........................11
McKee Masks ................................................12

www.mckeegarden.org

THANK YOU
PRESENTING SPONSOR
DAVID AND BARBARA MCKENNA
SCULPTURE SPONSORS
DODO
THE BENEDICT FAMILY
CORAL REEF AND SEAHORSES
BILL AND LAURA BUCK
JEWELED CHAMELEON
JIM AND LAURA CARNEY
WHOOPING CRANE
WILLEM AND MARION DE VOGEL
WILDEBEEST
BILL GLAVIN
SEALS PHOTO CUTOUT
MANGROVE GARDEN FOUNDATION
MOTHER POLAR BEAR AND CUBS
THE SCHUMANN FAMILY
ZEBRA
VIRGINIA AND WARREN SCHWERIN
HATCHING BABY TURTLE
SUSAN SCHUYLER SMITH
MONARCH ON MILKWEED
BILL AND CAROLYN STUTT
SNOW LEOPARD
JEAN AND JIM UELTSCHI
HUMMINGBIRD
BOB AND CONNIE WOOD

ADDITIONAL EXHIBITION
SUPPORT PROVIDED BY
TED AND CAROL PRICE
PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS CHARITIES

BRICK BUILDER SPONSORS
ROSAMOND W. ALLEN AND
PAUL E. LANDRY
MARILYN BECK
MRS. HERMAN F. BECKER
STEPHEN AND ROBIN BESSIN
MR. AND MRS. LAWRENCE R.
BRASHEARS
JEAN AND ARTHUR BUDDEN
ROSALEN CLINE
MARYBETH AND CHUCK
CUNNINGHAM
NED AND SHERRY ANN DAYTON
ROHIT AND KATHARINE DESAI
CLOVER M. DRINKWATER
BARRIE FAHEY
NICK AND LOGAN GEESLIN
GINGER AND MARTY GIBSON
BOBBIE AND JOHN GOODALL
KATIE AND JOHN HEINS
KRISTINA A. HOFMANN
AILEEN HOGUET
CYNTHIA AND TIMOTHY HULTQUIST
STEPHANIE P. HURTT
HELEN AND HENRY JUSTI
SUSAN KASTEN
SUSAN M. LEVY
THE MCMANUS FAMILY
BROOKE MEGRUE
LIZ AND NICK MELNICK
JAMES AND PRISCILLA MORPHY
MRS. PATRICK C. O’BRIEN, JR.
RANDY AND SANDY ROLF
LIZ AND HAP SCHROEDER
CHRISTINE AND DAVID SMITH
LINDY B. STREET
DEBORAH WEISE
PEGGY WOLCOTT

WELCOME TO OUR WINTER HOLIDAY SEASON!
A Message from Christine Hobart, Executive Director

I

hope that you are staying safe and healthy. While there is so much uncertainty
in our world right now, the Garden has been a welcomed sanctuary for our
members and visitors. We are grateful to be able to offer our visitors an outdoor
place to heal and recharge and are so pleased to see you taking advantage of this
benefit. We reopened the main Garden on May 6 and the Children’s Garden on
July 10. We are continuing to adhere to CDC guidelines and social distancing
recommendations, making it as safe as possible for our guests.
In spite of having to adjust to many changes this year, our staff has been hard at
work making sure there are plenty of opportunities to visit, explore and enjoy the
Garden in the months to come.
Our official 2020-2021 Calendar of Events has launched a bit earlier than we anticipated.
Back by popular demand, Sean Kenney’s Nature Connects Made with LEGO®
Bricks exhibit, originally set to go on display in January, arrived early and is now
on display through April 25, 2021.
During the upcoming holiday season, McKee Botanical Garden
is excited to announce our first ever Holi-DAYS at McKee…almost
a month of fun-filled, daytime only events and activities
coordinated over several weeks so that all we spread is
holiday cheer. We have designed our family-friendly events
with an abundance of caution and concern for the health and safety of our members,
visitors, staff and volunteers. Visitors can look forward to Holiday-Themed Mascot
Breakfasts and Lunches, Meet and Greet Photos, Live Musical Performances,
Classic Holiday Movies, Daily Holiday-Themed Games, Crafts, Workshops &
Activities, and even Live Reindeer on December 22 and December 23. Join us for
our Holi-DAYS at McKee beginning Tuesday, December 1 through Wednesday,
December 23 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm daily (excluding Mondays).
We are also excited to announce the opening of the new Garden Café at McKee
Botanical Garden. We think you will enjoy the new menu offerings. Read more
about this exciting change on page 11.
We will continue to keep you informed about any changes and encourage you to
come back to the Garden. During the coming year, as we celebrate McKee’s 20th
Anniversary since reopening in 2001, we look forward to seeing you often as the
Garden reflects back on the accomplishments of the past 20 years and celebrates
the promise of its future.
Wishing you all safe, fun and stress-free holidays…come relax by spending time
in nature at your Garden! ■
Sincerely,
Christine Hobart
Executive Director
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
This exhibit is a beautiful, inspirational exploration of art and nature…
On Display Now Through April 25, 2021

S

ean Kenney’s Nature Connects® Made with LEGO® Bricks, an award-winning
and record-breaking exhibition that uses beautiful works of art made from
simple toy blocks to explore animal endangerment, the balance of ecosystems,
and mankind’s relationship with nature.
Produced by Imagine Exhibitions, Nature Connects presents a playful spin on
traditional sculptural art—making it accessible to guests of all ages and backgrounds.
Using the beloved toy bricks as a medium, Nature Connects poses the question: just
as LEGO bricks interconnect, how is our natural world interconnected?
As guests marvel at Sean’s gravity-defying and astoundingly precise structures,
they will become inspired to explore their world in new ways. The narratives,
along with the intricate displays, also explore the importance of conservation, the
balance of ecosystems, predator/prey relationships, as well as the relationships
between humankind and the natural world.
Most importantly, the exhibition allows visitors to appreciate both nature and the
sculptures as something beautiful, and to inspire them to go home and create
something wonderful themselves.
Tom Zaller, CEO of Imagine Exhibitions shared, “Imagine Exhibitions is proud to
partner with Sean Kenney to bring the creative vision of Nature Connects to
McKee Botanical Garden. The messages in the exhibition about our connection to
nature are beautifully presented and effectively woven into the story in the hopes
of inspiring visitors to think more about mankind’s impact on the greater world
around us.” ■

About Sean Kenney
Sean Kenney is an award-winning artist
who uses LEGO pieces as a medium for
contemporary sculpture, portraiture, and
commercial art. He is recognized as one
of the leading experts in the field and is a
founding member of several global programs
that aim to encourage and support this emerging
art form. Millions of people have visited his exhibitions,
he has authored 9 children’s books, and The
LEGO Group collaborated with him as an official
partner for 14 years. Sean’s work has been acclaimed
by The New York Times, PBS Arts, BBC Arts and Vogue,
and he continues to create every day at his studio in Brooklyn.
www.seankenney.com

THE GARDEN
MCKEE BOTANICAL GARDEN | DECEMBER 2020 | PAGE 3

Produced by Imagine Exhibitions.
Sculptures and Photos ©Sean Kenney

About Imagine Exhibitions
Imagine Exhibitions is currently
producing over 40 unique
exhibitions globally in museums,
science centers, zoos, integrated
resorts, and non-traditional
venues, with millions of people
around the world visiting their
exhibitions each year. In addition
to developing successful traveling
exhibitions, Imagine Exhibitions
designs, opens, and operates
permanent installations and
venues, and consults on building,
expanding, and directing
museums and attractions.
For more information, visit
www.ImagineExhibitions.com or
find them on Facebook.

McKee Legacy Society
The McKee Legacy Society
honors those individuals
who have expressed their
dedication to McKee by
making the Garden part of
their lasting personal
philanthropy. These members,
individually and collectively,
have built a legacy for
McKee. We thank all those
who have joined for their
generosity, vision, and
commitment to ensuring
the Garden thrives for
generations to come.
SUSAN E. AITKEN*
ROSAMOND WARREN ALLEN
MR.* AND MRS. ROBERT R. BROADBENT
RICHARD AND MEGHAN CANDLER
KAREN CONNORS
MR. AND MRS. C. WILLIAM CURTIS
MR. AND MRS. ROBERT H. DENGLER*
MARION DE VOGEL
DON ECKERT*
MR. CAMPBELL C. GROEL, JR.*
CONNIE HARPER
STEPHANIE P. HURTT
THE ARTHUR MCKEE LATTA FAMILY
SUZANNE LAPAUGH LIGGETT
MR. AND MRS. JEFFREY LOCKHART
ALMA LEE LOY*
MATT AND OLIVIA MCMANUS
LEE D. “TONI” ROBINSON
JOHN SCHUMANN, JR.
SUSAN SCHUYLER SMITH
SARAH KNAPP SPROLE*
DACE B. STUBBS
BARBARA SUTPHEN
MRS. ROBERT WOLCOTT, JR.
MR. AND MRS. B. ROBERT WOOD
*DECEASED

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
Help Preserve the beauty and unique history of McKee Botanical Garden

T

hrough a planned gift to McKee Botanical
Garden, you have the opportunity to
support the Garden and receive lifetime
benefits important to your financial future.
Planned gifts include charitable gift annuities,
bequests, and gifts of retirement plan assets and
other assets. All donors who include McKee
Botanical Garden in their estate plans or make
a planned gift become members of the McKee

“One generation
plants the trees,
the next enjoys
the shade.”

Legacy Society.

If you would like to make McKee Botanical Garden part of your personal legacy,
we would be delighted to work with you to identify planned gift options that are
aligned with your individual goals. For more information, please contact Christine
Hobart, Executive Director, 772.794.0601 or hobart@mckeegarden.org. ■

HELP US GROW
Give the Gift of Membership
New experiences bloom all year at McKee! Share the gift of
membership with your friends and family this holiday season and
give a year of beauty and tranquility as well as access to events,
discounts and reciprocal privileges at other botanical gardens
around the country—all while preserving the magic of McKee.

Kindly let us know if you
have already included
McKee Botanical Garden
in your will or estate so
we may recognize your
commitment. Thank you
for your dedication and
commitment to our mission.
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“We might think we are
nurturing our garden,
but of course it’s our
garden that is really
nurturing us.”

MAKE AN IMPACT

T

his year has given us a renewed appreciation for the importance of connection to the natural
world. Our hope is that when you visit McKee and stroll along the Garden’s lush and tranquil
pathways, you experience a renewed spirit and the joy of being outdoors in nature.

McKee Botanical Garden is your Garden
For nearly twenty years, this historic
community has been a place of healing,
discovery, and inspiration. A destination,
where regardless of age, imagination lives,
curiosity grows, and peace resides.

Your support makes this possible!
As a nonprofit, we are dependent on the generosity of our members and partners for everything we do.
Like the rest of the world, we’ve had to make changes but our commitment to our mission is stronger
than ever—to nurture and enhance this historic Garden for the education, enjoyment, and

enrichment of all.
Together we are creating a space for the community and for generations to come. Please make a gift today
to help sustain the Garden you love.

HOW TO GIVE
https:///mckeegarden.org/donate/
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MASCOT BREAKFASTS
AND LUNCHES

Reservation Required.
Additional Fee Applies.

CLASSIC HOLIDAY MOVIES
It’s a Wonderful Life
Elf
Polar Express
White Christmas
Frozen
Frosty the Snowman
Miracle on 34th Street
Santa Claus is Coming
to Town
Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer
Charlie Brown Christmas

LIVE HOLIDAY MUSICAL
ENTERTAINMENT
CLAUDIA BALL (VOCALIST)
VERO BEACH HIGH
SCHOOL BAND ENSEMBLE
THE SPACE COAST
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
“ONCE UPON AN ORCHESTRA
CHILDREN’S MUSIC SERIES”

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
1924 WURLITZER
BAND ORGAN
IMAGINE SCHOOL
TANGERINES INSTRUMENTAL
ENSEMBLE

FREE DAILY CRAFT PROJECTS
FOR CHILDREN
ADULT AND FAMILY CRAFT
WORKSHOPS
Registration Required.
Additional Fee Applies.

Festivities may vary and are subject to change. Safety protoc
for a complete list of activit

This project is sponsored in part by the Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, The F
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LIVE REINDEER
DECEMBER 22 & 23
11 AM-2PM

THANK YOU
TO OUR
SPONSORS!
NORTH POLE
THE SCHUMANN FAMILY

WEEKLY FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES

POLAR EXPRESS
JIM AND JEAN UELTSCHI

Request a Calendar of Holi-DAY Events

HOLIDAY-THEMED MASCOT BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES
Reservations Required. Additional Fee Applies.

HOLIDAY FUN

Intermittent Snow Flurries, Live Reindeer, Trivia & Bingo

MEET AND GREET PHOTOS

Toy Soldiers, Snowmen, Dancing Christmas Trees, Santa

LIVE MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS
RYDER’S GOURMET MARKET
ELF
SUSAN SCHUYLER SMITH
REINDEER
DONALD L. PALMER

See Calendar of Holi-DAY Events!

WEEKLY CLASSIC HOLIDAY MOVIES

Meet in the Education Building {Masks Required}

DAILY HOLIDAY-INSPIRED GAMES, CRAFTS & ACTIVITIES
For Children and Adults

GINGERBREAD
GOULD COOKSEY FENNELL

ENJOY FESTIVE HOLIDAY TREATS FROM THE GARDEN CAFÉ

TOY SOLDIER
PALM HOUSE GALLERY & STUDIO

cols in place. Follow us on Facebook or visit mckeegarden.org
ties, schedules and updates.
lorida Council on Arts and Culture and the State of Florida (Section 286.25, Florida Statutes).
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CANDY CANE
GEORGE E WARREN LLC

ALMA LEE LOY
June 10, 1929–April 10, 2020

A

“You can’t put
a price tag on
fresh air.
You can’t put
a price tag on
the things that
have meant so
much to the
people of this
community for
so long.”
~Alma Lee

IN MEMORY

lma Lee devoted her life to volunteer public service and philanthropy.
She was passionate about the betterment of Vero Beach and Indian River
County. She recognized the importance of special places and the environment. She was active in saving the original 18-acre McKee Botanical Garden from
development, served twice as president of the Garden, and helped raise funds for
the new Children’s Garden. She was serving on McKee’s Board until her passing.
Alma Lee touched the lives of everyone in our community and beyond and will
be greatly missed by all of us at McKee. Rest in peace Alma Lee and thank you
for all that you did to help make McKee what it is today. ■

THANK YOU

In April, we sadly lost two of our most endeared former
Board members, Alma Lee Loy and Peter B. Benedict, Sr.
Both Alma Lee and Peter were instrumental in the reopening of
McKee Botanical Garden. They both also served as President
on our Board of Directors and remained involved and supportive
of the Garden until their passing. We pledge to continue to carry
on the legacy that they started at McKee. We want to thank
those who gave a donation in their memory to benefit
McKee Botanical Garden.

PETER B. BENEDICT, SR.
1936–2020

A Maypan Coconut Palm tree (the “tree of
life”) has been planted next to the iconic
Stone Bridge in Peter’s memory for all to
admire. This tree will serve as a living

P

tribute that will flourish for generations to

eter was a true champion to McKee. His
come. The tree was donated by Ben Magrill
vision, generosity, and commitment were
of Pahokee Palms in Pahokee, Florida.
instrumental to the Garden’s growth and
Special thanks to Tommy Aiello of Aiello
success. Peter served as president of McKee
Landscape, along with members of his
Botanical Garden for five years. During his
team, Javier and Pedro, who generously
tenure as president, we were able to accomplish
donated the prep work and installation
many key initiatives, from the restoration of the
of this magnificent tree.
Garden to the purchase of the parcel north of the
Garden, which was later developed into additional parking. Peter had a vision for
McKee, and we are only where we are today because of his unwavering passion
and leadership. ■
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Thank You for Your Support

M

cKee Botanical Garden is grateful and honored to be one of the many
organizations that Quail Valley Charities supports. McKee participated
in QVC’s ‘Making Strides for Children’ 5KWalk/Run earlier this year.
A group of high school students came together and volunteered to represent
Team McKee. They were thrilled to do so, especially since most of them are
athletes who run track and cross country. The race was full of energy, with well
over 400 people participating. Team McKee was determined to shine, and so they
did, coming in first place!
McKee sincerely appreciates Quail Valley Charities’ commitment to the Garden
and applauds QVC for its philanthropic leadership in Indian River County. ■

TARGET CIRCLE/GOODCOIN FOUNDATION

W

e would like to thank the Target Circle Program/GoodCoin Foundation
for featuring McKee Botanical Garden in their loyalty program (a
charitable giving campaign). The Garden has received over $2,000 from
the Target Circle Program/Good Coin Foundation. We extend a special thanks to
all of our loyal supporters for voting for McKee Botanical Garden when making
your purchases at Target. “I hope you stop for a moment and celebrate the huge
number of votes you received. You have earned the trust of the community.
Good going,” stated George Stevens, President, The GoodCoin Foundation. ■
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FLORIDA ON
A TANKFUL:
Botanical Gardens
Debuts Children’s
Attraction

IN THE NEWS

TEAM MCKEE TAKES FIRST PLACE IN QUAIL VALLEY
CHARITIES’ ‘MAKING STRIDES FOR CHILDREN’
5K WALK/RUN

The Garden was
highlighted on
Channel 13
Spectrum News
out of Orlando
by Caitlin Wilson.

CHILDREN’S GARDEN
By Beth Harrison

KIDS CORNER

The Children’s Garden,
come look and see.
What a magical place,
it’s beginning to be.
Pirates and princesses,
fairies and more.
Flowers, butterflies
and enchantment galore.
The Gardens at McKee
are a wonderful place,
A unique kind of spot
in a rather small space.
Only 18 acres make up
our garden glade,
Where more than 10,000
plants grow in sunshine
and shade.
Waterlilies too grow in
abundance here,
In this historic landmark
that’s very near
To Vero Beach, Florida,
which I visit each year.
So, visit the Garden
and linger a while,
I’m sure you will leave
here with more
than a smile.
So, if you are able,
please donate today,
To help keep this spot
forever where children
can play.
And learn about so many
wonderful things,
That McKee Garden
and education can bring.

JOIN IN THE FUN AND NEW ADVENTURES AT MCKEE
By Education Coordinator Amy Shoemaker

O

ur Children’s Garden activities have been a big hit with our young
visitors. STORYTIME finds little ones clapping along to interactive songs
and listening to stories about bugs, flowers, flamingos and pirates. Our
science-based program, P.I.R.A.T.E. ADVENTURES offer families an opportunity to
learn about a new topic each week. The children enjoy learning about flowering
plants, birds, frogs, butterflies, flamingos, fungi, honeybees, recycling, endangered
plants and animals and so much more.
Sandra Rennick shares this delightful story about her son James. One evening
after participating in SUMMER CAMP activities at McKee, James (pictured above far
right) got a spatula out of the kitchen drawer and exclaimed out of the blue, “Let’s
pretend I am Amy Shoemaker’s great, great, great grandfather and I am making
iron nails ’a la blacksmith. Now I am making horseshoes.” Sandra explained, “With
a boy sometimes you don’t get much information on the experiences of a day, so
these sweet snippets shared are fun to hear and share!”
The coming months are going to be filled with fun new science topics and more
adventure, so be sure to join us!

Treasure Coast Kids Quest (Scavenger Hunt Adventure)
We are very excited to be partnering with the Indian River County Chamber of
Commerce in conjunction with the Vero Beach Museum of Art, Environmental
Learning Center, Mel Fisher’s Treasures, LaPorte Farms, and Countryside Family
Farms to present the TREASURE COAST KIDS QUEST (Scavenger Hunt Adventure). This is a
fun family activity.
IN PERSON OPTION: To begin your adventure, pick up your personal Activity

Passport at one of the partner locations listed above. The passport contains a map
and information about each of the locations. Be sure to visit each location and get
your passport stamped. Once your passport has been stamped by each partner
location you can ask for your Kids Quest Backpack containing your certificate of
completion and prizes! You can pick it up at your last stop or at the Indian River
County Chamber of Commerce. Let the adventures begin!
CONTACTLESS OPTION: Parents or guardians can post a photo on Facebook or Instagram

of the location (participating organization) you are currently visiting and tag
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WANT TO BECOME A
MCKEE VOLUNTEER?
Contact Ro at
772-794-0601, ext 113
or by email at
volunteer@mckeegarden.org

@tckidsquest as well as the participating partners like @mckeegarden. Your
photo will show the scavenger hunt item as proof that you were at that location.
Currently, the only exception is the Vero Beach Museum of Art, which remains
closed at this time. For the VBMA, take a photo of the horse sculpture out in front
in the Sculpture Park and post it. At McKee, you can post a photo of your child on
or near our Scorpion pirate ship. Once you have posted your photo at each of the
six locations, you can claim your treasure at the Indian River County Chamber of
Commerce located at 1216 21st Street, Vero Beach. ■

We’re excited to invite
you to join us at the
NEW GARDEN CAFE’!
The menu features a wide
array of items sure to
please the most discriminating
palate including bountiful
salads, flavorful wraps,
paninis and sandwiches,
soup and quiche of the day,
savory sides and homemade
brownies, jam bars and
other yummy desserts.
Fun and tasty children’s
menu items are also
available. To download the
complete menu, visit
www.mckeegarden.org
TUESDAY–SATURDAY, 11 AM–3 PM
SUNDAY, 12 PM–3 PM
CLOSED MONDAYS AND
MAJOR HOLIDAYS

NOW OPEN!
TUESDAY–SATURDAY
11 AM–3 PM
SUNDAY
12 PM–3 PM
www.mckeegarden.org

PHOTOGRAPHY © JPR IMAGES

JOIN US AT THE NEW GARDEN CAFÉ
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WE’VE GOT YOUR COVERED!
FEATURED GARDEN GIFT & BOOK SHOP ITEM
McKee Knitted Face Mask
$5.99 ($5.39 with 10% Member Discount)
Antibacterial Fabric | Odor Control | Anti-Fog | Anti-Germ
The Garden Gift & Book Shop is currently open with limited capacity.

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE: ©JPR IMAGES, ©MCKEE ARCHIVES

350 US HIGHWAY 1, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA, 32962 | 772-794-0601 | INFO@MCKEEGARDEN.ORG
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 am–5 pm | Sunday Noon–5 pm | Closed Monday | Last Admission Sold at 4 pm | Children’s Garden Closes at 4:30 pm
Admission: $15 Adults | $13 Seniors/Youth (13-17) | $10 Children ages 2-12 | Members & Children Under 2 Free

www.mckeegarden.org
THIS PROJECT IS SPONSORED IN PART BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, THE FLORIDA COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE
AND THE STATE OF FLORIDA (SECTION 286.25, FLORIDA STATUTES).

